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Eduardo Vargas 
SPAN 380 
Prof. Román-Odio 
12 October, 2017 
CEL Project Reflection #1: Describe 
 For this Community Engaged Learning Project, I teamed up with Samuel to create lesson 
plans to be carried out at Columbia Elementary in Mt. Vernon. Our group of students was Reece, 
Ellie, Shawn, Kiedis, Riley, and Dalton. Our goals in our teaching plans were to introduce them 
to stories that were very accessible to them that involved themes of being the “other,” as well as 
to get them excited about literature and poems by making them relatable to their lives. Even if 
the students aren’t necessarily familiar with the concept of “other,” they are very bright and 
attentive, readily picking up on these themes throughout the lesson plan. We also intended to get 
them more proximal to Latino-American, particularly Mexican-American literatures. As 
Mexican-Americans ourselves, it was important to me and Samuel to make sure we built a good 
rapport and set a good example for the students, taking into account that we may be some of the 
few Mexican-American role models that they had. 
 Even though we had clear intentions and goals coming in, we were not sure of how the 
students would react to our presence or activities. We were pleasantly surprised that the students 
were eager, willing to participate, and overall excited to be a part of this project. For example, 
while we had planned to read to the students every story, they quickly are tired of this and 
actually asked “Can we read this time?,” so already we were beginning to see their level of 
interest in the stories. It was moments like these that reminded me that it was acceptable to adjust 
the teaching plan as we went. I noticed Samuel and I have slightly different teaching styles; 
  
while we are both interested in being on task, I can be very goal oriented. This is good because it 
keeps us on task/time, but it also means that sometimes I forget that the students are more 
engaged when they express themselves. Samuel complements this because he was focused on 
making room for the students to express themselves, even if it takes time. This is good because it 
helps us build rapport with the students and lets them be kids, and its limitation is that it can be 
easy to get off task. When it comes to the type of project we are working on, it is important to 
have an appropriate balance of these two so that students remain interested and feel they are a 
part of the activity while a the same time they pick up vocabulary and critical thinking skills.  
 Our success will also be determined by the way we are able to adjust to their needs and 
how they respond to the activities. One thing we can work on is getting more even participation 
all around. While the Shawn, Riley, and Dalton in the group always jump at the opportunity to 
say something, Reece and Kids are a bit quieter. This is something I see in college student 
groups as well, like during AT, and my response is always to ask these individuals a question 
directly to let them know that we want to hear what they think, that they should be heard. There 
was one moment where the other kids were encouraging Reece to read part of the book because 
she had been reluctant. It was so nice to see the kids encouraging each other like this.   
 Overall I feel we were successful in our primary goals. We introduced the students to 
literature that could be unfamiliar to them, we have been teaching them skills for analyzing 
literature, and we have gotten them to think about how the literature connects to their own life. 
There are some things we can improve and adjust, but so far we have gained a good 
understanding that these kids are so capable and aware and that these stories can have a very 
personal impact on them. I see my position in their class as both an instructor but also a role 
  
model, and I understand that the impression we leave them with can affect their attitudes towards 
literature and learning. 
